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Bernese Mountain Dog Club of the Greater Twin Citie s 
The BMDCGTC was formed in 1988 to help promote the best possible 
breeding, training, health, and well-being of the purebred Bernese Mountain 
Dog. 
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-Denise McCabe (Mick & Lily) 

Where the heck did this year go?  I say that each year as the holidays 
descend upon us.   
 
It certainly has been a busy year for the BMDCGTC.  As I look back on the 
variety of events we held this year, I reflect on the contributions made by all 
of the volunteers that helped to make our events a success.   
 
A quick recap of the year’s events tells a great story: 

·  January – another successful Lucy Fund wine tasting fundraiser!  
·  February  

o We hosted a Beginners Class for Conformation Showing; it 
was a great turnout of both club and non-club members.  It 
was a terrific class whether you were a beginner to 
showing or a dog show veteran! 

o We hosted a breed education booth at the Twin Cities Pet 
Expo 

·  April – “A Taste of Activities” offered members the chance to 
explore a myriad of activities for Berners and owners.  Attendees 
got a “taste” of Conformation, Rally, Obedience, Agility, Draft, 
Grooming, and learned the importance of neo-natal stimulation in 
the development of puppies. 

·  May – Our annual Club banquet was held at a new venue, Buca 
de Peppo.  Those in attendance enjoyed a great meal and time to 
socialize.  We also recognized all 2008 AKC awards earned by 
our members. 

·  August – We held our 3rd annual Regional Specialty on 8/21. We 
had over 50 Berners entered and the raffle and silent auction 
raised over $1,600!  

·  September – Our club participated in the AKC’s Responsible Pet 
Owners Day organized by the St. Croix Valley Kennel Club at the 
Washington County Fairgrounds.  Club members and our St. 
Bernard friend, Tim Hiltz, put on a Draft demonstration.  We also 
staffed a breed education booth.�  
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·  October – In keeping with an Oktoberfest feeling, The Lucy Fund held their first (and hopefully 
not last!) beer tasting fundraiser.  Early reports indicate that approximately $1500 was raised for 
the Lucy Fund.  The fund benefits club members and their Berners who experience 
extraordinary medical expenses.   

·  November 
o We hosted a successful Draft test on 10/31 and 11/1.  With the move to a 2-day Fall test, 

we had a record number of entries and both tests came close to filling! 
o We will host our first AKC Sanctioned B Match on Sat, 11/21 following the Minneapolis 

Kennel Club Show at Canterbury Park; this is a big step for our club as we move forward 
with AKC accreditation. 

·  December – We all look forward to the annual Winterfest on Sunday, 12/13.  Please note that 
we will hold the elections for 2010 Officers and Directors at this meeting. 

 
In addition, a number of well-attended PlayPals events were held throughout the year.  These 
events offer Berners (and their owners) an important time to socialize as well as providing PPO’s an 
opportunity to learn more about the breed.   
 

My term as President concludes in December; I’d like to personally thank all of the Board and Club 
members that helped me during my two year tenure; this club is successful only through the joint efforts of 
the Board and all of you who volunteer! �  

News from the East brings big results.  Bison has had a busy summer, earning a leg towards his 
Canadian Draft Dog title at the BMDCC National Specialty in June and Best in Veteran Sweepstakes 
at the BMDCNV Regional Specialty in September.  Orca was named Best of Sweepstakes at the 
BMDCNV Regional Specialty in September.  Orca was named Best of Opposite Sex in the Altered 
class at the Club Québécois du Bouvier Bernois Specialty in June. 
 
Bison kicked off October with his 5th Novice Draft Dog qualifier, earning his Advanced Novice Draft 
Dog title (5th dog to do so), and his 10th set of double Qs in Rally Advanced and Rally Excellent, 
completing his RAE title.  Not to be left out of the fun, Orca completed his Rally Novice title as well.  
Bison and Adam also led drafting demonstrations at the Am Staff Nation Specialty and AKC’s Meet 
the Breed program.  Bison and Orca made their national television debut on Animal Planet’s Dogs 
101 as well!  Bison has now earned 17 titles or certifications, and is part way through 3 more!�  
               

Congratulations! 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
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-Adam & Amy Conn (Bison, Orca, and Pomegranate) 
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To the Members of the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of the Greater Twin Cities: 
 
I am writing this to remind you of the changes in the election procedures that resulted 
from the changes to our Constitution and By Laws made in December, 2008. 
 
I have referenced the sections from our current By Laws below related to the Annual 
Meeting and Election of Officers and Directors.   
 
To highlight the changes, previously we have mailed ballots and candidate biographies 
to each club member; ballots were then returned to the Club Secretary.  Results of the 
election were then announced at the annual Winterfest meeting held in December.   
 
This year, in accordance with the changes, the elec tion will be held by secret 
ballot at the annual Winterfest meeting which is sc heduled for Sunday, December 
13th  at the home of Dean White/Renee Boyd, 13565 Geneva Ave N, Hugo, MN  
55039.  The business meeting and elections will be held at 2:00 PM.  
 
Article II, Section 5. Voting 
Each Full Member in good standing whose dues are paid for the current year shall be 
entitled to one vote at any meeting of the club at which he is present. Proxy voting will 
not be permitted at any club meeting or election.  
 
Article III Section 2. Annual Meeting 
The annual meeting shall be held in the month of December at which Officers, and 
Directors for the ensuing year shall be elected by secret ballot from among those 
nominated in accordance with Section 4 of this Article. They shall take office immediately 
upon the conclusion of the election and each retiring officer shall turn over to the 
successor in office all properties and records relating to that office within 30 days after 
the election. 
 
Article III Section 3. Elections 
The nominated candidate receiving the greatest number of votes for each office shall be 
declared elected. The nominated candidates for other positions on the Board who 
receive the greatest number of votes for such positions shall be declared elected. 
 

*See Candidate Biographies on the next pages* 
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-Karen Johnson, Secretary 
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Micky Trent for President 

 
Berners Names and Ages:  Merlin 9, Cammie 4, Viva 4.5 months 
How long have you owned Berners?  9 years – Merlin was my first and set the stage for many to follow. 
Club Member:   8.5 years 
Other Clubs:  BMDCA member, Agile K9 member, TCOTC member 
Special Interests:   I am very interested in health issues and in the many performance areas that are open to 
the breed.  Merlin and Cammie have both performed in agility, Rally, and drafting.  Both have trained in tracking.  
Cammie was my first conformation dog and the first dog that I have bred and whelped out.  Little Viva (one of 
Cammie’s litter) has a start on foundations for obedience, tracking and agility.  I hope to try out herding this year.  
Above all, I value the wonderful contribution of this breed as a companion and a loving and accepting family 
member.  Ultimately I want to contribute to the health and longevity of this wonderful breed so that they can fill 
that role for much longer. 
Goals for the Board/Club in the coming year:   I have 3 goals for the coming year: 

1) Continue the club’s progress to full recognition by the BMDCA 
2) Balance the show-related activities necessary to keep the recognition process rolling with activities that 

appeal to club members that don’t want to show but do want to have fun and learn about their dogs. 
3) Find ways to build volunteerism among club members and recognize those that are willing and able to 

give even small amounts of their time and resources.�  
 
 

 
Bethany Pearson for President 

 
Berner Names and Ages:   Elsa 3, Uli 2, Klaus 2, and Zeta 1 
How long have you owned Berners?  3 years 
Club Member:   Since 2007 
Other Clubs:  BMDCA, Northstar Working Group, St. Croix Valley KC 
Special Interests:   We show Klaus and Zeta in conformation and I am very interested in health issues in the 
breed.  I am passionate about educating the public about our breed and any potential puppy owners about doing 
what they can to find a quality, healthy pup for their family. 
Goals for the Board/Club in the coming year:  AKC Accreditation, holding more social events for those 
members not interested in conformation/competition, additional education opportunities for the membership, to 
uphold and follow the new bylaws. 
Personal Statement:   It will be my goal as President of the BMDCGTC to be a voice for the membership and to 
expand the club’s offerings to those outside the “show” world.  As an educator, I strive to provide timely and 
useful information to my students.  I want to provide the club members with this as well by providing more 
general breed, health and pet info sessions for the memberships as well as the opportunity for our members to 
experience more social activities and events. 
I will work hard to make sure the club becomes AKC accreditied, and will put my business degree to work by 
helping to keep the momentum going with this process.  I also want to be a voice for the future of the breed and 
the club.  It sometimes takes a fresh face, with a new outlook to help us accomplish the goals we set forth.  I 
hope be that “breath of fresh air” our club needs to begin its journey to the future.  I feel our club is good now, 
but could be one of the leading Berner clubs in the nation in the future, if we work together to include all of our 
members and move forward as a club on this exciting journey.�  
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Mary Pearson for Treasurer 

 
Berner and Berner Wannabe Names and Ages:  Cohen 4 (lab/beagle mix), Elsa 3, Uli 2 ½, Klaus, 2, Zeta 
15 months, Bo 8 months (beagle) 
How long have you owned Berners?   3 years 
Club Member:   Since 2007 
Other Clubs:  BMDCA for 2 years, St. Croix Valley Kennel Club, in the application process for Northstar 
Working Group.  I am currently assisting the Welcome Bag Chair for the National Specialty with donations and 
will also be working on Morning Hospitality. 
Special Interests:  We currently show two of our berners and a beagle: Klaus just finished his American 
championship at 22 months:  Zeta has two points and Bo has two points.  We have taken some rally classes 
with Elsa and plan to begin obedience with Uli.  This winter we will embark on a new adventure with our 
burners – skijoring.  It will give us an opportunity to spend more time with them while we exercise.  I am very 
interested in health issues and feel it is important that we all support the Bernergarde Foundation which is a 
great resource for us.  My primary focus is breed preservation through responsible breeding practices.  The 
future of this breed is in our hands. 
I was very involved with the 2009 Regional Specialty.  In addition to serving as a ring steward and as co-chair 
of the Specialty banquet, I personally contacted 20+ companies for donations to our Silent Auction.  The 
generosity of these companies overwhelmed me and we raised over $1,100. 
Goals for the Board/Club in the coming year:  AKC Accreditation, breeder education and events for all 
members.  I believe as a club we must work to achieve a good balance of activities for those who show their 
dog(s) and those who want to enjoy their dog(s) as a companion.  The club has sponsored a variety of events 
and I have made it a priority to volunteer as often as I can.  I would like to see more club members become 
involved with these events.�  
 

 
 

 

 

 
Denise McCabe for Treasurer 

 
Berner Names and Ages:   Mick 5, Lily 5 months 
How long have you owned Berners?   5 years 
Club Member:   5 years 
Other Clubs:   BMDCA 
Special Interests:   
Performance Events – I have been active in Rally, Draft and Agility with Mick over the past two years.   
Conformation – I am planning to get involved in Conformation with Lily in the coming year. 
I have worked very hard the past two years as President to move the club forward in our pursuit of AKC 
accreditation.  This will allow the Club to hold AKC matches which will continue to promote the breed and our 
club as well as bringing in a source of revenue to fund other critical club activities like Rescue and Health and 
Wellness.  I am also especially interested in the health issues that face this breed. 
Goals for the Board/Club in the coming year: 
Provide continuity on the Board as we progress towards AKC accreditation; continue to lead this effort which 
has been a several year collaboration with the Board and the AKC. 

·  Complete 2 sanctioned B matches and begin planning an A match 
Hold our 4th Regional Specialty – I am the Show Chair and look forward to working with the committed group 
of volunteers that helped make this year’s event such a success. 
Manage the funds of the Club to ensure that we have the financial resources to continue to support the myriad 
of activities we host. 
Co-Chair the 2010 Health and Wellness Day 
Continued growth and improvement of the club’s website building on the work I completed last year to roll out 
the new club website with the help of the Board and Committee Chairs. �    
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Julie Latterell has declined her nomination to the Board. 
 
 
 
 

Beer, brats, buns, burgers, beans, bonfires and Berners…could life get any better? 
 
The first annual Lucy Fund Bear Tasting was held on Saturday, October 17 at Coleen and Rick’s house.  
Unlike the wine tasting weather, the day was beautiful, perfectly chilly for the Berner’s and humans alike.  
As usual, people ate and drank (with emphasis on the latter for some) and the dogs ran race track laps 
around the yard.  Raffle items were in hot demand, and a number of people took advantage of the photo 
sessions (elegantly staged with seasonal hay bales).  The bonfire roared and people partied late into the 
night.  A good time was had by all. 
 
As you would expect, there were Berners everywhere, but surprisingly, there were also a few guest dogs 
who dared to venture into the fray.  Troubles, known as “the big white dog,” claimed the evening and had 
the most fun ever in his entire life.  He noted, “Even though I looked different, everyone was really nice to 
me.  At first, I waited by the gate so my ride wouldn’t leave without me, but then I decided I was missing all 
the fun.”  Sources indicate however, he was not particularly tired by the end of the party.  He was still able 
to wake everyone up the next morning as early as usual.  In contrast, Cooper, the Saint Bernard reportedly 
slept for 16 hours without asking to go out.  This was most likely a result of his running his butt off chasing 
all the other dogs.  Tuba the Bassador said that the party was, “the best day of his life.”  (Maybe he spent a 
lot of time with Troubles…) -quite a change in lifestyle since his earlier days living as a stray in Missouri 
before he was rescued. 
 
And how much money did we raise?  After expenses, we netted a whopping $1800 for the Lucy Fund…an 
all-time high.  Words cannot express how grateful the Lucy Fund founders are for the continued support for 
this cause.  It is heart warming to know that a simple idea has become a tradition that will hopefully live on 
for years.  Helping our fellow Berner people in time of need is one of the greatest gifts we can give, and it�  
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-Shelley Strohm (Bella & Gwyneth) 
 

 
Sarah Tennessen for Board Member 

 
Berner Names and Ages:  Buttercup 9, Aare 6.5, Mojo 2, Spirit 1.5, Nora 3 months 
How long have you owned Berners?  Since 2000 
Club Member:  8 years? 
Other Clubs:   BMDCA since 2001 
Special Interests:   Conformation, health – especially holistic approach, early puppy socialization, obedience 
Goals for the Board/Club in the coming year:   
It is important for the Board to continue working on increasing membership numbers.  Through numbers we 
find our volunteers, financial support and promotion of the breed.  As a Board Member, I would work to build 
on the success of our education seminars:  such as health clearances for all members at a reduced fee, 
provide a training demonstration showing fun games to enhance our dogs focus on owners, and so forth.  
We should continue to build on our social activities such as play pals, social gatherings, fun fests, to include 
more members.  I will continue to support the Board as we progress towards AKC accreditation.  And I will 
work to support our upcoming B Match and Regional Specialties which are great sources of revenue for the 
club.  With the 2010 National Specialty in Oconomowoc, the club can begin planning for sources of revenue, 
such as through a Ways & Means booth, staffed with volunteers.�  
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Club Calendar of Events 
 
November 21 – BMDCGTC Sanctioned B Match, Canterbury Downs, Shakopee, MN  
 
November 21 – 22  – Minneapolis KC Show, Canterbury Downs, Shakopee, MN 
 
December 5 – 6  – Granite City KC show, St. Cloud, MN 
 
December 13  – Winterfest –Boyd/White Home, 13565 Geneva Ave N, Hugo, MN 
– Club Elections Held at 2:00 
 
January 8 –10   - Northstar Working Group & Land ‘O Lakes Kennel Club Show,  St. 
Paul, MN  
 
February 7  – BMDCGTC Club Banquet 
 
March 5 - 6  – BMDCSEW Regional Specialty 
 

NOTE:  The 2010 club meeting and events dates have not been set as of this 
newsletter publication for the most update to date info on upcoming club events  

check out the club events calendar at www.twincitiesbmd.org �  

is only possible because of the ongoing support and hard work of so many people – both organizers and 
participants!!!   
 
To quote Bella:  “I never thought this would take off like it has.  Lucy would be really proud.  And I’m glad 
that Moxie, Whimsey, and Diva stepped up to the plate.  The pressure was becoming a bit much for 
Gwyneth.” 
 
As mentioned, the event would not be a success without the participation of everyone and we won’t even 
try to thank each and every one of you.  We do want to highlight however, the great effort put forth by 
Colleen, Rick, Alice, Lisa, Julie, Brian, and Laura as the event committee.  Also, thank you to Anne 
Nichols for donating the professional photo session.  And finally, we can’t forget all of the time and 
energy put forth by Jim and Sharon Millard for all the dog food, treat bags, and t-shirts. 
 
Here is to another great event and hope that no one will need to use the money any time soon. 
 
P.S.  We had A LOT of requests for Coleen’s grandma’s bean recipe, so here it is! 
 
Grandma’s Beans (submitted by Catherine Fors) 
4 lbs. navy beans.  Sort and rinse.  Soak overnight in about 7 qts. water with baking soda (4-5 T.)  Fry out 
2 lbs. of bacon.  Cut into 1 inch pieces and fry until nearly crisp.  Drain well.  If beans are not tender by 
the time you want to cook them, bring to a boil, cover and turn off heat.  Let sit 1 hr. or less if close to 
being tender.  Drain.  Rinse.  Pour into roaster pan.  Mix together 4 T. salt, 1 medium onion chopped 
small, 2 cups dark brown sugar, the bacon, and at least 2 cups full flavor molasses, and a shot of 
mustard.  Pour all over the beans.  Add water to cover, stir gently.  Cook covered 4-5 hours at 350 
degrees (8 to 10 hours if not done).  A shot of maple syrup is good too.  Stir gently once in a while.  Add 
water if needed.  They will soak up water so don’t let them get dry.  It should look a bit soupy.  These 
freeze well.�  
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-Coleen Carroll 
 
“…please, please please let me have a dog.”  
 
“I’ll walk it, give it baths, comb it every day and 
take the garbage out until I’m 20!”  
“If I can have a dog I’ll pay extra attention in 
school and do my homework every night!” 
“Dear Santa, if you bring me a dog I’ll never ask 
you for anything else.” 
“Dear God, thank you for my baby brother. I think 
he needs a dog.” 
 
Remember what it was like? You just knew if you 
asked the right questions; said the right things; or 
wrote the right letter; maybe just maybe your wish 
would come true. Well, this is a story about JT 
(he’s 11) and his new Berner named Sammy.  
 
JT was tasked to write a persuasive paper for his 
5th grade English class (I think I was eating paste 
in 5th grade, not writing persuasive papers). He 
decided to write a paper trying to persuade 
anyone that would read it that it was time for 
another dog at his house. The short story is it 
worked. Our rescue group was able to place 
Sammy with JT and his family (lucky Sammy). 
The following are excerpts from an interview I had 
with JT about his paper and his new dog. 
 
 

Sammy and JT 

 

An interview with 11 year old JT, Sammy’s 
new owner:  
 
Rescue : How did this all get started? 
JT: I had to write a persuasive paper for 5th grade 
English. I really wanted a second dog, to be 
Sophie’s (golden Retriever) friend.  The paper 
was about all the reasons my family should have 
another dog. Everyone loved the paper – I got an 
A! My Mom decided it was time, so she talked to 
you guys.  
 
Rescue : Sammy is an 8 month old female BMD, 
which has now lived with you for 3 months. How 
does she fit in? 
JT: She’s great! She loves to sleep on our beds, 
but when it is hot she goes on the tile floor. 
Wherever there are people, is where she wants to 
be. She loves a car ride, cuz she gets to go great 
places, like our cottage in WI. When we are there 
she likes to go wading – no swimming yet – and 
to sit around the camp fire. 
 
Rescue : Is she ever naughty? 
JT: She likes to steal our shoes and hide them 
under the bed. But that’s more of a game. My 
Mom has to look around for her shoes all the 
time. I just know to look under the bed.  
Sometimes, she likes to take Sophie for a walk, 
and holds her leash in her mouth. That’s not 
really naughty either, just funny! 
 
Rescue : What is her favorite toy/treat? 
JT: She has a squeaky duck that hatches from an 
egg. She loves Apple Jacks and gold fish, but 
only when we are out of dog treats. 
 
Rescue : Are you glad you adopted Sammy? 
JT: Oh yeah! She’s a great dog! My whole family 
loves her! 
 
And that’s why we do what we do. Every once in 
a while, we get to make wishes come true. If 
everyone wanted a dog as much as JT and loved 
them equally as much, rescue would be out of a 
job, which would be a wonderful reason to be laid 
off.�  
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-Sarah Tennessen 
 
The Ways & Means has gone puppy crazy, and can you blame us?  Who can resist those cute little fur faces.  
The Ways & Means had adopted Puppies as the theme for 2010 and we are adding new items throughout 
November, featuring puppies of the BMDCGTC.  
 
If you’re looking for the perfect gift for that Ber nese lover in your life look no further than our ow n 
BERNEcessities Shop online, http://www.twincitiesbmd.org/store.php .  We are leading our season 
with our 2010 Calendars, Puppies of the BMDCGTC, available through CaféPress.  These make 
wonderful gifts for all ages and all occasions. 
 
Also through CafePress, this year’s Got Snow?  Design features a cute little fella looking for fun  and 
probably mischief, and Swiss Swish  with bright and bold graphics. We also have cards,  bags, water 
bottles, black long sleeve Draft Dog  shirts and more. We are adding new designs and new  items 
throughout November so visit our BERNEcessities Sho p often.  
 
It’s never too late to submit photos of your puppy to Ways & Means Chair Sarah Tennessen, at 
tennesse@charter.net  , and we are always interested in ideas for new pr oducts.  Happy Holidays and 
Happy Shopping! �  
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Minnesota weather favored the dogs on the BMDCGTC’s first two-day draft test, 
although the people were a little chilly.  A total of 15 dogs participated over the 
Halloween weekend, 10/31/09 and 11/01/09.   Participants came from as far away as 
Massachusetts and included 11 Berners, 2 Rottweilers and a Belgian Shepherd.  Draft 
test chair, Shannon Cihlar, created a seasonally appropriate set of obstacles, complete 
with tombstone narrows and a large moving rat for a distraction!  Judges Peggy Granger 
from Elkhorn, Wisconsin and Stacy Temples from Ft. Collins, Colorado did a fantastic 
job in the face of some weather challenges. 
 
On a cold and windy Saturday, three teams successfully completed the basic obedience, 
maneuvering with carts, and ½ mile long haul with load components to pass.  
Completing the long haul through gaggles of geese added an entertaining challenge.  
Micky Trent and Cammie (Castlemtn’s American Camelot, Co-owned by Chris and 
Vance Knuth) from the BMDCGTC achieved their Open Draft title.  Mary Alice 
Eschweiler and Kate  (Shepherdspatch Kiss Me Kwik) from Hartland, WI, obtained their 
Novice Draft title.  Mary Durham and Daria (Sennenhof Daria) from Groton, 
Massachusetts, passed their 5th Novice Draft test to earn their Advanced Novice Draft 
Dog Title.   
 
The weather was a little milder on Sunday, and 4 teams succeeded in passing their 
tests.  Micky Trent with Cammie and her seasoned partner, Merlin (Merlin the Magi) 
passed to earn their Novice Brace title.  Two more teams from our local BMDCGTC 
were successful on Sunday.  Carol Manley and Rumble (J & N’s Morning Thunder)  
obtained their Novice Draft Title and Draft Test Chair, Shannon Cihlar and Brie  
(Brielle van ‘t Stokerybos) passed their 4th of 5 Novice Draft tests on the way to an 
Advanced Novice Draft Dog title.  Phyllis Clark and her Rottie from Clear Lake, WI, 
obtained their Novice Draft Title. 
 
Many thanks to Shannon Cihlar, Nancy Mayer and all of the stewards for putting on such 
a successful test!  It was wonderful to hear the positive comments about our club’s 
friendly and supportive attitude from participants from other areas.  Kudos to all of the 
teams (dogs and people) who participated and congratulations to those who passed.  
Same time next year! �  

 

�
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-Micky Trent (Merlin & Cammie) 
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Coleen Carroll/Rick Bryan Residence, Mahtomedi 
October 17, 2009 
Call to Order at 5:45 PM 
Quorum: Yes 
 
Presidents Report :   
President Denise McCabe thanked everyone for being here today and for their 
participation in the Lucy Fund event taking place. She reminded everyone of the 
upcoming December Meeting and Winterfest scheduled for December 12th at Julie 
Latterals’ home. This is an important end of the year meeting where Club officers and 
directors will be voted on by paper ballots. One must attend this meeting to vote for the 
2010 Board of Directors. 
 
Secretaries Report :  Karen Johnson reported on the results and thanked the 
nominating committee for their work in putting together an election slate for 2010. The 
candidates nominated are: 
President-Bethany Pearson 
Treasurer-Mary Pearson 
Director- Sarah Tennessen 
Nominations were then taken from the floor. 
Rick Bryan nominated Micky Trent for President 
Jerry Johnson nominated Denise McCabe for Treasurer 
Mary Pearson nominated Julie Latteral for a Director position 
With no further nominations, the nominations were then closed. 
 
Treasurers Report :  Julie Latteral gave an informal treasurers report of Club assets at 
approximately $10,000 currently. 
 
Committee Reports : 
Ways and Means- Sarah Tennessen reported that the Club has 2010 puppy calendars 
available thru Café Press. Please shop and support this project. 
Play Pals- The next Play Pal event will be at the Airport Dog Park on October 24th. See 
the website for more detail. 
 
Unfinished Business : 
     October 31 and November 1 will be our annual Draft Test in Crystal. More detail is on 
the website and please come and watch our Berners at work. 
 
New Business : 
     None     
  
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m. by a motion from 
Darwin Missling and a second by Lisa Fosdick.�  
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It’s that time of year again.  If you have earned an AKC title, drafting or herding title, 
CGC or therapy dog title in 2009, please let me know.  If your dog is a veteran (7 and 
older), let me know that too.  We will be holding our annual club afternoon out on 
February 7, 2010, and will be giving out certificates for veterans and awards for titles 
earned.  It is a great time to socialize with fellow club members.  We will be holding a 
silent auction as well.  Watch for more details on the club afternoon out coming soon. 
 
Please send the appropriate information to:  Shannon Cihlar, 1748 Co. Rd. 88 SW, 
Alexandria, MN  56308, Tel: 320-283-5378, E-mail: kscope@runestone.net                   

 

DEADLINE: December 7, 2009 

  

Name of owner(s)___________________________________ ____________ 
If dog is co-owned it must live in the household of member receiving award 

Phone Number/E-mail________________________________ ___________ 

 
Registered Name of dog__________________________________________ 
Call Name of dog:__________________________ 
Title Rec’d_______________________ Date____________________ 
Title Rec’d _______________________ Date____________________ 

Title Rec’d _______________________ Date___________ _________ 
 

The following titles are eligible for awards:    AKC, CKC, or BMDCA  

Champion                                               Obedience Titles                                            
Agility Titles     Canine Good Citizen (CGC) 
Drafting Titles     Herding Titles 
Tracking Titles     Rally Obedience Titles 
Therapy Dog 
 
We will also be honoring all veterans.  If you have a veteran (7 years or older) in your 
household, please let us know.   
 
Name of dog(s) and date of birth:  
__________________________________________________________�  
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� �
-Deb Wilkins 
 
 
On Saturday, September 19, 2209 the ST. Croix Valley Kennel Club hosted an American Kennel 
Club Responsible Dog Owners Day event at the Washington County Fair grounds in Lake Elmo, 
Minnesota.  The SCVKC extended an invitation to participate to all of the local kennel clubs, 
specialty clubs, 4H Dog Project Kids, numerous vendors, and the public.  Numerous clubs 
participated including the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of the Greater Twin Cities.  The SCVKC 
set up tents and tables for each club, a special area for the BMDCGTC to do draft 
demonstrations, an agility demo ring for the 4H kids, and organized a sanction B Match.  The 
perfect fall weather provided for a wonderful public education day for dog fanciers and the general 
public.  The numerous volunteers from the BMDCGTC distributed breed specific information and 
brought numerous dogs for meeting and greeting the general public.  The presence of our club 
members and their dogs help make this a very successful event.  I am sure we will be invited 
again next year.�  
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The content of BerNews 
represents the views and 
opinions of the authors, 
and not necessarily those 
of the BMDCGTC or its 
members, nor does 
publication constitute 
endorsement. 

 

  

  

Articles written by 
members of the 
BMDCGTC on any subject 
that may be of interest to 
members are welcome.  
All works must be sited. 

Send to: 

Catherine Muenich 
15520 Eagle Shore Dr. 
Apple Valley, MN  55124 
munch904@aol.com�  
 

President  
Denise McCabe 
715-531-0344 
President@TwinCitiesBMD.org 
 
Vice President 
Shannon Cihlar 
320-283-5378 
VicePresident@TwinCitiesBMD.org 
 
Secretary 
Karen Johnson 
 
Treasurer 
Julie Latterell 
 
Board Members: 
Coleen Carroll 
Micky Trent 
Darwin Missling 
Debra Wilkins 
Sarah Tennessen 
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BMDCGTC 
C/O CATHERINE MUENICH 
15520 Eagle Shore Dr. 
Apple Valley, MN  55124 

 
 
Cameron, Sammy, JT, Jack and Sophie (JT’s Sister and Brother) 
See Rescue Report: JT’s Story inside this issue. 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.twincitiesbmd.org  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.twincitiesbmd.org  

COMPANY NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE 00000 


